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NEWARK, Ohio - The taste will be bittersweet when the nine seniors at SS. Peter and Paul High School 
Seminary receive diplomas this afternoon. 


Because of a shortage of priests, the school will close after the graduation ceremony. 


"Everyone is surprised and shocked because this year had gone very well, but we just do not have the 
manpower," said the Rev. Ken Mazur, the school's principal. 


The school near Newark is the only Roman Catholic high school seminary in Ohio and has been in Licking 
County since 1956. 


Since 1972, it has been the last high school operated in the United States by the Pontifical Institute for 
Foreign Missions, Mazur said. As of yesterday, the school had 42 students in grades nine through 12. 


Finding priests willing to live at the seminary with the teen-agers and help monitor their activities has been 
difficult, Mazur said. 


"The kids here are good students," he said. "That's what makes it more difficult" to close. 


The school could have tried to add more lay teachers to compensate for the priest shortage but that would 
have defeated its mission, said Ted Tomko, who has taught science and math since 1983. 


The school would have become just another parochial school, instead of educating boys thinking of becoming 
priests, said Tomko of Baltimore, Ohio. 


"| thought if the school closed, it would be due to a decline in the number of students, not priests," he said. 
Students said the reality that their school would close forever was just setting in yesterday. 
"All of a sudden, you realize it's the last day," said Marty Stapleton, a senior from Port Huron, Mich. 


Sophomore Ryan Kowalske of Romulus, Mich., said nearly all the students cried earlier this spring when they 
learned the school would close. 


"We are all brothers, even though we come from different backgrounds and cultures," Ryan said. 


Junior Tony Paniccia of the Lancaster, Ohio, area, said shutting the school's doors will be hard, especially for 
his class of 11. 


"We were all looking forward to our senior years," said Paniccia, who formerly lived in Upper Arlington. "It's a 
hard thing to go to a new school for your senior year. Nobody wants that." 


Today, many of the school's 225 alumni are expected to return to the 580-acre campus to say farewell. 


The Rev. Mazur hopes the school building can be used for community activities after the seminary school 
closes. 
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